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Title of Student Paper
The title of your paper appears at the top of the first page of the body of your paper (page 2, in this case). The title is always bolded.
Indentations, Margins, Alignment, and Spacing
Indent every paragraph 0.5 inch (not five spaces).  Use 1-inch margins on the top, bottom, left, and right of each page. Use 0.5 inch margins for a header and footer. Left-align your APA paper. Leave the right alignment “ragged”; do not right-justify your paper.
Double space every paragraph; make sure there are no extra spaces between paragraphs. MS Word’s default is to add extra space between paragraphs when you hit “Enter.” You’ll need to undo that default in Word’s Paragraph toolbox.
Headings (Level 1 Heading)
Use descriptive headings to organize sections of your paper. APA student papers may have some or all of the following sections: an introduction with a research question or thesis, background about the topic, current findings, your analysis or discussion of the topic, further research needed or unanswered questions, and a conclusion. Learn about headings and when to use them on pages 47-49 of the APA Publication Manual (7th ed.). This template illustrates two levels of headings: Level 1 and Level 2.
Citing and Formatting In-text Citations
Whenever you include an idea in your paper that is not originally your own, be sure to attribute that information to the original author(s). This practice is called citing. It is also called avoiding plagiarism! Citing has two parts: a short citation in-text and a more complete citation at the very end of your paper, on your References page. In-text citations consist of the author's last name, followed by year of publication. Citations may be written into a sentence in narrative format using a signal phrase, which is a phrase that helps introduce the idea. Or, citations can be included within parentheses at the end of a sentence, using a parenthetical citation.  Here are examples of both formats:
In-Text Citations in Narrative Format Using Signal Phrases (Level 2 Heading)
Stanbury and Briskie (2023) reported that….
Adeyemi (2024) proposed….
According to Hernández et al. (2018), subjects were….
In-Text Citations in Parenthetical Format
The researchers found that [...] all chickens go to heaven (Rogers & Tran, 2020). In the signal phrase examples above, notice that the word “and” was spelled out when used in a sentence. In the parenthetical example, “and” was replaced by an ampersand (&) because the citation occurred within a parenthesis.
Quotations
Paraphrase or summarize authors’ ideas whenever possible, rather than including direct quotations. If you choose to include a direct quotation, place it inside quotation marks and “always provide the author, year, and page number of the quotation in the in-text citation” (American Psychological Association, 2020, p. 270). Remember that paraphrased and summarized ideas still require citations, but a page number is not necessary. Learn more about paraphrasing and quoting on pages 269-78 of the APA Publication Manual (7th ed.).
APA Help
If you need assistance with APA, use any of the following resources:
· American Psychological Association (APA) - apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines 
· CCC Writing Center - 503-594-6275, www.clackamas.edu/writingcenter
· CCC Library - 503-594-6042, libguides.clackamas.edu/citing/apa7 
· Purdue Owl - https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl 
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Note: References is an actual

Level 1 heading that you DO need
toinclude in your paper.
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APA requires hanging indents. The firstline of your citation needs to hang out farther to the
left. Don't use the tab key! Instead:

1. Place your cursor anywhere in the citation (or select and highlight all your citations).
2. Find the ruler at the top of the Google Doc.

3. Select the blue upside-down triangle and siide it 0.5 inch to the right

4. Voilal You have a hanging indent

Note: Hanging indents have already been created on this References page template.
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APA 7* edition is more inclusive with font choices! Choose to use:

11-point Calibri

11-point Arial

10-point Lucida Sans Unicode
12-point Times New Roman
11-point Georgia

This sample document is formatted with Arial 11 font.
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How to save a copy and edit this APA 7% edition Student Paper template:

1. Select File,
2. Select Make a copy... or Download as (to save as a Word doc).
3. Voilal Your very own copy to editl

To delete this box, click on it once and select Delete on your keyboard.





